Classmates, now that our Class’ involvement in the Academy’s Another Link in the Chain (ALITC) program is in full swing, I felt it important to provide an information email to all.   

The Another Link in the Chain is a unique program designed and administered by the Academy and the Alumni Association to develop relationships and form bonds between generations of Naval Academy Alumni. Specifically, the Program links two classes, 50 years apart, and the program’s events bring together these two classes with a 50-year bond, to demonstrate the tradition of respect that exists between Naval Academy graduates.
In 2000, a new tradition at the Academy was initiated when the Class of 1950, in celebration of their 50th anniversary of graduation, presented gold Ensign/2nd Lt bars inscribed ’50-’00 to the newly commissioned officers of the Class of 2000.  The program has grown considerably since.
 

Our involvement began well before Induction Day (I-Day) for the Class of 2014, which occurred last Thursday, July 1st.  Each year, the history of the Senior Class (us) appears in the Junior Class’ (2014) edition of Reef Points.  Late last fall, we put that history together, provided it, and it now appears in Reef Points.  During this spring, many local parents’ clubs and Alumni Association Chapters, sponsored welcome aboard events for 2014’s prospective Plebes.  We received requests from 40 of these clubs and chapters to provide a ’64 representative to meet the Plebe candidates and provide an introduction to the ALITC Program.  Thirty-eight (38) of our Classmates responded to the call and represented our Class at all of these events; yes, two of our Classmates did two each.  These events covered all parts of the Country, from Maine to Florida to San Diego, to Seattle, to Hawaii.  A basic brief was provided to each of our volunteers, and many personalized their presentations.  The feedback I have received from our Classmates and the sponsor groups indicated that each of Classmates did a terrific job and all found the opportunity to be a very rewarding experience.  BZ and a huge Thank You to all who represented our Class.  Once again, with the help of so many of our Classmates, ‘64 hit a home run!

On I-Day, we had 41 of our Classmates and 26 wives and other family members participate in all or part of the day’s events.  We co-sponsored a lunchtime picnic with the Alumni Association for the parents of the Plebe candidates.  We had an opportunity to meet and mingle with the parents, answer questions, and share our experiences with them.  It was a fun event.  At 1800 we attended the actual Oath of Office Ceremony for all members of 2014.  Our Class was recognized by the Superintendant in his remarks and all of our Classmates and guests were seated in either the Supt’s or Commandant’s reserved seating sections.  

At 1600 that day, our Class held an “unofficial” Ceremony in Memorial Hall.  The text of my remarks appears below:

            I-Day Memorial Hall Ceremony
On Memorial Day, we remembered those who have sacrificed their lives in service to our country, making our nation and the world a safer place in which to live. Today we will recognize and pay tribute to our classmates whose names appear on the wall here in Memorial Hall signifying that they made the supreme sacrifice while serving in combat or an operational incident.   A portion of the mission of the Naval Academy is to ensure that each graduating Midshipmen always displays the characteristics of Honor, Courage, and Commitment.  Our classmates whose names we honor today displayed each of these traits as they gave their lives such that WE can now echo the familiar words of Lee Greenwood:
I’m proud to be an American,
where I know I’m free.
I won’t forget the men who died,
who gave that right to me.
Our Classmates were in ranks and I then called the role: Classmates present answered “Present for duty”; for those we honored, one of our Classmates responded “Absent, but with us in Spirit.” The current President of the Class of 1961, our Firsties, then re-administered a modified Midshipman’s Oath to us, which acknowledged that we had taken the “real thing” 50 years ago.  And NO, we were not able to sign up to do it all over again, although many of our Classmates indicated that given a chance to do so, they’d jump at it.  It was a moving experience and very rewarding for all who participated.  Attached are a few pictures taken by Smokey Field’s wife at the Ceremony.  

Official pictures of all the day’s events will be posted on our Class website once I receive them from the Alumni Association.  

Later during Plebe summer, we will participate in two additional events.  Our Class will personally provide Honor Coins to each member of 2014 at a ceremony in Alumni Hall.  Gordy Clow will address the Class discussing Honor, Courage, Commitment, and Ethical Leadership.  We will then be part of the Official Party at the parade on Plebe Parents Weekend.  Tom Lynch will be the “guest reviewer” standing beside the Superintendant as the Plebes pass-in-review.  Any Classmate who wishes to participate in either of these events is welcome to do so.  Should you want to attend, please let me know via email, and I will add your name to the list and provide additional information.

Following what I have described above, the next ALITC events occur at the end of Plebe year.  More to follow on that next spring.  

 Best wishes to all, Jay 

Jay Green
Class ALITC Coordinator
18 Bancroft Ave
Annapolis, MD 21403
410 295-1678
d-jgreen@comcast.net
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